CHAPTER II

THE BACKBONE OF ENGLAND

THE Chamberlain stock has its roots deep in the
everyday past of England. For many hundreds
of years Chamberlains pursued the even tenor
of their ways neither harassed by poverty nor
affected by ambition. No hint of distinction, save
that of good citizenship and middle-class virtue,
makes itself felt until the advent of Joseph made
the name Chamberlain famous in spheres which
hitherto the family had regarded with detached and
disinterested respect. Before him, there was nothing
of distinction, and almost as little of ambition; there
was, however, a long tradition of commercial solidity
and God-fearing domesticity.

The Chamberlain stock is, as far as can be ascer-
tained, entirely and exclusively English, and there is
a clear family tree going back to Stuart times. The
name Chamberlain is of course to be found, with
variations of spelling, in many parts of England. It
derives from the Middle Ages, where the term
Chamberlain was in use to describe three sorts of
functionary. There was the chamberlain who was
steward of a great nobleman's estate; and bearers
of the name to-day, who fancy a feudal extraction,
can derive support from this suggestion of landed
origin. There was, too, the chamberlain who col-
lected revenues or rents for public bodies; and this
would appear to be an eminently suitable origin for a
successful Chancellor of the Exchequer. Thirdly
there was the chamberlain who looked after the bed-

18